Naturalistic  Tendency in Education        539
philosophical phase. In this respect the movement began in
England with Locke, who stated the questions to be solved
and indicated the source of the answers. Rejecting the
older speculative philosophies, he sought the actual source of
knowledge, the degree of its validity, and the extent to which
human insight reached. All these questions were to be set-
tled by investigation. The philosopher's rule was later formu-
lated into the poet's dictum, "The proper study of mankind
is man." They held that all ideas arise from experience; that
Ithere are none innate. Sensation to them was the primary
source of all knowledge ; though reflection was a secondary
source. Philosophy delineated the secular view of life,
individualism was emphasized, the reason exalted. Sole re-
liance was to be placed in the human understanding.
If philosophy furnished the fundamental element in the
Enlightenment, the religious phase was certainly the most
prominent. While Locke wrote in defense of religion, this
did not prevent his philosophy from becoming the basis of
all attacks upon it. The emphasis on reason was so promi-
nent that the term " rationalism," in its narrower technical
meaning, yet indicates that particular movement which
opposed both the belief in the supernatural religion of the
Church and in the naturalistic religion of the succeeding
period. To the rationalists the human understanding was
the final test of religious truth. Rationalism rejected revela-
tion either as false or, since merely confirmatory in its main
points to the teachings already given by reason, as unneces-
sary. The orthodoxy of the times, previously mentioned as
productive of the pietistic movement and as responsible for
the formalism in education, prepared the way for rationalism
through its own emphasis upon the importance of logical
statement and through its neglect of the spirit of religion.
But to the French philosophers and writers this religious
phase of the movement took upon itself a more practical
Character. There it was not only the formalism of belief, but